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Nordliagen)—belonging to the prince of Oettingen-Wallerstein—does not
admit of his keeping himself abreast of everything that has been done in
the different branches of his subject. His disadvantages in this respect
are more extensive than he thinks, for the exposure of the legend of the
universal expectation of the end of the world in the year 1000 has not
yet penetrated to Maihingen (p. 818). He labouro too under the delusion
of the fourteenth-century English peasants that Domesday Book carefully
specified their ancestors' services. Again, he is capable of making King
Roger II of Sicily a brother of Bohemund. All which, leaving aside his
attitude towards the supernatural, seems to show that he has attempted
too ambitious a task. JAMES TAIT.

La Guerra Gotica di Procopio di Cesarea. A cura di DOMEXICO COM-
PARETTI. Vol. II. (Roma : Istituto Storico Italiano. 1898.)

THE second volume of this excellent edition of Procopius by Signor Com-
paretti contains the second and third books of the history of the Gothic
war, and the narrative of the period between 587 and 550. Referring to
the notice of the first volume in a previous number of this REVIEW (vol.
xi. p. 845), I may state that Signor Comparetti continues his careful study
of the text of Procopius, basing his emendations chiefly on the Vatican
MS. and codices derived therefrom. I have not happened to observe
any passages in which the alterations proposed throw any great light on
history; for instance, the difficulty as to the distance from Rome to the
Gothic fort at Torre Fiscale remains a difficulty still (see p. 18 of this
volume); but generally in small matters, especially in points of grammar,
Comparetti's text derived from the Vatican MS. seems decidedly
preferable to that of gli altri codici e le edizioni. The Italian translation
seems to be also very carefully done. To say that it is superior to the
miserable ' crib ' printed in the Bonn edition would be very insufficiaat
praise. THOMAS HOBGKIN.

History of the Scottish Church. By W. STEPHEN. 2 vols. (Edinburgh :
Douglas. 1894-C.)

THE Scottish Church has not yet found its historian. The later attempts
towards a general account have been either mosaics of the special
studies of scholars of the type of Reeves, or Robertson, or Skene, or
undisguised pamphleteering on behalf of the successors of old-world
antagonisms. Grub's ' History' stands out as a notable and, for the
most part, successful endeavour to treat the subject completely and at the
same time to avoid the pitfalls of partisanship. Later boohs on
ecclesiastical history—presbyterian, Roman catholic, and episcopalian alike
—are little better than popular accounts of special denominational interest.
Perhaps this is unavoidable in Soottish church history, more espssially
when it is written by clerics; but one regrets that the energy spanfc in
retelling and readjusting these historical commonplaces is not given to
the service of that future historian who will require a richer material
than is yet at command before he can generalise to advantage. Scottish
antiquarian zeal would be profitably employed in preparing a Scottish
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